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ABUSE AT NATIVE RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS IN CANADA

 (http://www.religioustolerance.org/sch_resid1.htm)
Overview:

The arrival of Europeans to North and South America marked a major change in Native society. Millions died due to sickness, programs of slavery, and extermination. Europeans and their missionaries generally looked upon Native Spirituality as worthless superstition inspired by the Christian devil, Satan. 

Native spirituality was attacked by the U.S. and Canadian governments. Spiritual leaders ran the risk of jail sentences of up to 30 years for simply practicing their religious rituals. Canadian Natives obtained a guarantee of religious freedom with the rest of Canadians in 1982 when the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms was passed.

During the late 19th century and much of the 20th century, the Canadian and American governments goal for their Native populations was assimilation. The goal was to force Natives to disappear within the larger, predominately white, society. A key part of this policy were the residential schools, which were operated for over a century, from 1879 -- shortly after Confederation -- to 1986. About 160,000 Native students passed through the school system. About 91,000 claim that they were physically and/or sexually abused. 

The end result of various assimilation processes can be seen in the current mental health of First Nations people. A rough indication of this is mirrored in their suicide rates. Canada's overall suicide rate is typically about 14 per 100,000 people -- a little higher than the U.S. Suicide rates in the First Nations communities are two or three times higher.  An extremely high rate of 80.2 has been observed among 10 to 19 year-old Native males living on the Northern coast of Labrador.

According to Glen Coulthard of the University of Alberta, The Canadian government's policies included the destruction of much of Native culture, values and religion. With the help of the Christian churches, these traditions were largely replaced with versions of western Christianity. The main players were the Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican Church of Canada, the United Church of Canada, and the Presbyterian Church in Canada. The government financed residential school systems; religious institutions ran them. Sometimes, children were kidnapped and taken long distances from their communities in order to attend school. Once there, they were held captive, isolated from their families of origin, and forcibly stripped of their language, religion, traditions and culture. Many native children grew up with little knowledge of their original culture.

The residential schools:

They were operated over the period 1879 to 1986. "Department of Indian Affairs reports...show that between 1890 and 1965 an average of 7,100 native students attended residential schools compared to 11,400 who attended day schools in the same period." 

Students were often beaten if they spoke their native language, or practiced their faith's rituals. There are allegations that the students were often poorly fed and clothed. Sexual and physical abuse was widespread. Individual natives and native communities continue to suffer the after-effects of students' brutal and criminal treatment in these schools. 
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Some examples of punishments: (www.schoolnet.ca/aboriginal/issues/schools-e.html)
· Failing a test: no food for a day 

· not working hard enough: four hours of extra work in school or garden 

· disobedience; rude or disorderly conduct: no food or water for a day; beating with a 

· stick on the back; extra gardening work 

· speaking native language: (1st offence) no supper 
· (2nd offence) no supper and beating 

· (3rd offence) considered disobedience; 

· punished as such 

· going alone: several hours alone kneeling on a rock 

· floor where all could see 
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Assignment
Comprehension:

1. Paragraph #1 – How did the Europeans and their missionaries look upon Native Spirituality? (2 marks)
2. Paragraph #3 – Write down the goals of the Canadian and United States government? (2 marks)
3. Paragraph #4 – Write down some of the suicide rates amongst First Nations people? (2 marks)
Application: 

4. Give the definitions of 2 new words that you learnt from the article that we read in class. Also, use the 2 words in a sentence. (4 marks)
Answer 2 out of the 3 following questions: 

5. The Canadian government spent a lot of money and effort trying to assimilate the First Nations into Canadian society. (Write A) and B) into one paragraph)
· A) Why do you think the Canadian government decided to do this to the First Nations? 

· B) Why do you think they were treated so poorly and with cruelty? 
(4 marks) 
6. What is your reaction to the Public Service Announcement about residential schools? Write 3 ways in which the public service announcement tried to manipulate the Canadian public about the how wonderful residential schools were.  (4 marks)  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_V4d7sXoqU 
7. Can you think of any other groups of people or cultures where they were “assimilated” into another dominant culture? Name at least 2 similarities between how that group was assimilated and how First Nations were assimilated. (4 marks)

Success Criteria: 
4 marks – grammar, spelling and punctuation. 

6 marks – comprehension questions

12 marks – application questions
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