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Course Description: This course prepares students to use English with increasing fluency and accuracy in classroom and social situations and to participate in Canadian society as informed citizens. Students will develop the oral-presentation, reading, and writing skills required for success in all school subjects. They will extend listening and speaking through participation in discussions and seminars; study and interpret a variety of grade-level texts; write narratives, articles, and summaries in English; and respond critically to a variety of print and media texts. 

Summative Evaluation Plan for ESLDO: The English curriculum is broken into four strands, weighted according to the chart, below. Students’ skills will be assessed in these areas, and rubrics provided by the teachers will reflect these particular strands. The achievement chart for English assesses students along four categories – Knowledge and Understanding, Thinking and Inquiry, Communication, and Application. These categories are represented equally in course work and summative evaluations.
	Strand 
	Weighting in Term 70%
	Weighting in Final 30%
	Overall

	Reading and Literature Studies (RLS)
	30
	10
	40%

	Writing (W)
	30
	10
	40%

	Social-Cultural Competence (SCC)
	5
	5
	10%

	Media Studies (MS)
	5
	5
	10%

	Total
	70
	30
	100


30% Summative Evaluations

	Task
	Curriculum Focus
	Weighting

	Social Issues in Historical Perspective
	OC: Debate 
	5%

	
	SCC: Research
	5%

	Final Examination 
	Writing
	10%

	
	Reading and Literature Studies
	10%


70% Course Work: Assessments of Learning
	Unit 1: Skills Foundation
	Curriculum Focus 
	· 

	Dialogue Focusing on Pronunciation
	Oral (1%) and Writing (1%)
	

	Summary Writing 
	Reading (5%)
	

	Reading Non-Fiction Test
	Writing (3%), Reading (5%) and Media (1%)
	

	Persuasive Body Paragraphs (3-paragraphs)
	Writing (5%)
	

	Grammar Test
	Writing (4%)
	

	Unit 2: Short Stories 
	Curriculum Focus
	· 

	Short Story Reading Test
	Writing (3%) and Reading (5%)
	

	Short Story Discussions and Interviewing the Character
	Oral (1%) and Media (2%)
	

	Vocabulary Test
	Reading (3%)
	

	Unit 3: Persuasive Essay
	Curriculum Focus 
	· 

	MLA Test
	Reading (1%) 
	

	Persuasive Essay Outline
	Writing (3%)
	

	Student-Teacher Conference
	Oral (1%)
	

	Persuasive Essay 
	Writing (7%)
	

	Unit 4: Novel Study 
	Curriculum Focus
	· 

	Novel Study Presentation based on a Research Task
	Oral (2%) and Reading (4%)
	

	Quotation Analysis Test
	Reading (7%)
	

	Theme Comparison Paragraph related to a Video Production
	Writing (4%) and Media (2%)
	


Assessment and Evaluation Strategies (see Growing Success for further details)

Assessment for Learning: Assessment activities used, as required at the beginning of a block of learning, to determine students’ strengths and learning needs in order to plan, modify and adjust instruction or to provide alternative learning opportunities. Diagnostic assessment data is not used in the determination of midterm or finals for inclusion on the report card. 
Assessment as Learning: Ongoing assessment during the learning process.  It is used to monitor student performance and provide feedback in an effort to enhance and improve learning and instruction. Recorded formative data can be tracked and monitored to support professional judgment in cases where the body of evidence provided by the student has been affected by such things as illness, missed assignments, etc. 
Assessment of Learning:  Evaluation that occurs at the end of a block of learning and focuses on student achievement and program effectiveness. This is used to determine the 70% term mark, and the 30% summative mark. 

Course Expectations

Attendance & Punctuality Expectations 

Your success depends upon regular attendance, punctuality, and completing course assignments. Students are expected to show up every day, be on time, and stay for the duration of the class. Failure to do so places their registration in the course and SCAS program at risk. 

Missed Tests/Assignments:

1. Students are responsible for finding out themselves what they missed if they are absent from class.  

2. If a student is absent for a test, the student may be given an opportunity to make up the test at the teacher’s discretion and will write the test on an agreed date. There are no opportunities to make up missed quizzes.

3. Late assignments may be accepted, at the teacher’s discretion, after the due date until an “Ultimate Deadline” date (the day the graded evaluation is returned) and up to 10% may be deducted from the total mark.

4. Every student must write the final exam.  If a student misses a final exam, the student must provide to the Vice Principal(s) the appropriate medical or legal documentation; otherwise, a mark of zero will be given. 

Academic Honesty Policy

Cheating and plagiarism will not be condoned. Teachers will clarify expectations and responsibilities to promote academic honesty.

Cheating means breaking the rules to gain academic advantage:

· Copying another student’s homework; 

· Using another student’s work on a test or any other evaluation; 

· Bringing unauthorized notes or handouts to an evaluation; 

· Asking for or giving someone an answer during an evaluation;

· Unauthorized use of electronic media to obtain answers.

Plagiarism, defined in Growing Success (2010) as “the use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another without attribution… to represent them as one’s own original work” (p. 151), may include:

· Piecing together material from one or several sources and adding only linking words or sentences; 

· Quoting or paraphrasing material without citing the source, including using photographs or drawings found online; 

· Copying and pasting online material without citing the source; 

· Omitting quotation marks for direct quotations even if the sources have been cited.

Consequences for confirmed acts of academic dishonesty include:

· A mark of zero recorded for the assignment (note: no lesser marks deduction or “make-up” evaluation is to be expected);

· A copy of any plagiarized evaluation will be stored in the Plagiarism Binder and the vice-principal will be notified;

· Progressive discipline measures including suspension or expulsion may be invoked for repeated offenses.

Electronic Devices

No cell phones or other devices at any time, including in class and during final exams/culminating activities. 

Midterm Mark and Maintain Mark Date:

1. Day 23 of the Quad (mid-term mark): This offers you a chance to review your achievement to date. At the teacher’s discretion, after reviewing your attendance and course participation, you may be offered the chance to make up missed or alternate assignments. However, you are not entitled to this opportunity. 

2. Day 28 of the Quad (mark maintain date): You have five days after you receive the mid-term mark to withdraw from a course, should you not want the mark to appear on your transcript. The mark will appear and remain on the transcript on the sixth day after mid-terms. 

Duty to Report -- A Note on Legal Obligations and Reporting

Should you be experiencing personal difficulties, support is available to you via your teacher, the Guidance Department, and the Administration.

Should you approach your teacher, a member of Guidance, or an administrator with concerns, she or he has a legal and professional duty to report to the relevant authorities, including the Children's Aid Society (CAS), any issues dealing with the following:

1. statements about harm to children ( e.g., any comments that suggest a child under the age of 16 has been or may be harmed by physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, and/or neglect or exposure to unfit living conditions);

2. statements about harm to others;

3. statements about harm to self.

The school and the classroom are public spaces. This means that you do NOT have an inherent right to privacy such as you would in your home.  Anything you say directly to, or may be overheard by, school personnel require that person to report to the appropriate authorities. 
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